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The members of a battery are engaged with
heavy guns, both iixed and movable, larger,
however, than machine guns. The latter are
assigned to the infantry. Guns in a battery
are mortars, howitzers and various guns on
wheels, each drawn by horses or automobile
tractors, or so large that they are built on
specially-constructed railroad cars. Usually
six guns comprise a battery.
BATTEEY, electric. See electric bat-
tery.
BATTLE, trial by; or wager of. Dur-
ing the Middle Ages, when a man was ac-
cused of a crime he might appeal to the court
for the privilege of proving his innocence by
fighting his accuser. It was believed that
God would fight on the side of the man who
was in the right, i::ul thus the judgment was
held to be absolutely just. If the accused
or the accuser was a woman, she might choose
a champion to fight in her stead. The cus-
tom was prohibited by law in 1819.
BATTLE CBEEK, micil, the city which
"serves breakfast to the world/' is in Cal-
houn County, twenty-two miles east of Kala-
tuazoo and 165 miles and 121 miles, re-
spectively, from Chicago and Detroit. It is
on the Michigan Central and the Grand
Trunk railroads. The city has over 175
manufacturing plants, the most important
being those In which breakfast foods are pre-
pared More of these cereal foods are made
here than in any other city in the world;
it also manufactures more printing presses
than any other city. It claims to be the
first city in the world in the value of net
factory output per capita of population.
For many years Battle Creek was a great
Adventist headquarters* A vast sanitarium,
established by them, is yet conducted, under
the direction of Dr» J. H. Kellogg; it was
rebuilt in 1903 at a cost of $600,000, The
city ako has a fine city hall and a modern
six-story hotel The commission form of
government was adopted in 1913. The town
was founded in 1832, and became a city in
1360, In 1017 a training camp for the new
national army was established hgre, for the
period of the war* Population, 1920, 36,164;
in 1030? 43,673, a gain of 20 per cent.
BAf TIiEPOED, sask,, at the confluence
of the Battle and Saskatchewan rivers, on two
divisions of the Canadian National Bail-
way, ninety miles west ^ of Saskatoon.
Spanning the rivers ara six steel bridges*
It I* the efaief town of a judicial eircuit,
 has a land-title office, Dominion lands office
and an elevator with 30,000 bushels capacity.
The town is the home of the College of Sas-
katchewan. It was" formerly district head-
quarters of the Royal Canadian Mounted Po-
lice. The streets are ninety-nine feet wide.
In the vicinity there is good fishing and
hunting, Population, 1931, 1,096.
BATTLE HYMN OP THE EEPUBLIO,
a patriotic hymn written by Julia Ward
Howe in 1861. Its rhythm corresponds to
that of John Brown's Body, and it is always
sung to that melody. Early in the Civil
War Mrs. Howe went to Washington to
witness a review of the Federal troops, and
at that time she received the inspiration for
the hymn. She says in this connection:
"The road was so filled with soldiers that
our return from the parade grounds was very
tedious, and to pass the time away we sang
John Brown's Body. Some of the marching-
regiments took it up and it was passed along
the road until the echoes reverberated for
miles. My pastor asked me why I did not put
the spirit of the song into some gracious and
expressive words. I told him I had tried. One
morning soon after that I awoke suddenly,
and the lines I wanted were running vaguely
through my mind. I arose and put them down.
They were published in the Atlantic Monthly,
and the editor named it "The Battle Hymn of
the Kepublic."
Below are given, two stanzas of the fa-
mous song:
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming
of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage where the
grapes of wrath are stored;
He has loosed the fateful lightning of his ter-
rible, swift sword—
His truth is marching on.
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born
across the sea,
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures
you and me;
As he died to make men holy, let us die to
make men free,
"While God is marching on.
BATTLE OP THE NATIONS. See leip-
zig, battles of.
BATTLESHIP.   See wajrship.
BATTJM, or BATOUM, la toom'j a port in
Transcaucasia, on the eastern coast o£ the
Black Sea, granted to Russia by the Treaty
of Berlin in 1878. The harbor is one of the-
best on the east coast of the Black Sea, and
previous to the World War Batum was the
chief commercial center in the region for the
export of petroleum, wheat and manganese

